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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Approval of Criteria for the TItle III English Language Acquisition GrantSUBJECT:

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) administers the United States
Department of Education (USDoE) Title III grant. The grant is comprised of two
components: English Language Acquisition and Immigrant Education. The Immigrant
Education component provides Immigrant children and youth with Instruction to meet
Michigan academic standards and to help them with transition into American society.
The English Language Acquisition component is designed to assist non-English speaking
students in acquiring English language skills so they are able to meet the state's
academic standards.

Under Federal rules, up to five percent of the Title III grant allocation Is reserved for
state activities. Of the remainder, 85 percent must be used for the English Language
Acquisition component and up to 15 percent may be used for the Immigrant
component. In February 2008, the State Board of Education approved the new grant
criteria for the Immigrant component. Based on the February 2008 change requested
by the USDoE, the State Board of Education is being asked to approve a minor change
In the English Language Acquisition portion of the grant. The allocations to districts for
English Language Acquisition will be limited to the 85 percent portion set aside for
English Language Acquisition from the state's allocation. Additional criteria state that
districts with English language learners may apply for funds. Those whose total student
numbers result in an allocation of $10,000 or more, will receive the funding. Those
whose student numbers result in an allocation of less than $10,000 will be given the
opportunity to enter Into a consortium agreement with other districts in order to qualify
for funding.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education al2Drove the crit~ria. for the TItle
III English LanguaQe AcQuisition grant as attached to the SuDerintendent's
memorandum dated Februarv 25. 2008.
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Criteria for the Title III English Language Acquisition Grant

The State Board of Education has adopted as its Strategic Goal "Attain substantial and
meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with primary
emphasis on high priority schools and students."

To the extent possible, all grant criteria and grant awards will serve to further attain the
above goal.

PRIORITIES. POLICIES. AND PROGRAMS THAT THESE CRITERIA SUPPORT

This grant supports the State Board Strategic Goal by providing assistance to non-English
speaking students so that they are able to participate in the classroom experience and meet
the state's academic standards.

BACKGROUND/PURPOSEOFGRANT

0 New0 Competitive [81 Formula 0 Continuation (check all that apply)

Title III of No Child Left Behind is a federal grant program designed to serve English
language learners and immigrant students. The English Language Acquisition component is
designed to assist non-English speaking students acquire English language skills so that
they are able to participate in the classroom experience and meet the state's academic
standards.

CRITERIA

Date criteria were last approved 8/14/2007

[81 Defined in Legislation 0 Defined in Department's Approved
Grant Application to the Funder

[g) Proposed by Staff

Eighty-five percent of the Title III funds will be designated for English language instruction
for English language acquisition students.

Subgrants for English language instruction for English language acquisition students will be
distributed on a per pupil basis to districts whose total English language acquisition
population results in a minimum grant allocation of $10,000 as required in the legislation.

Subgrants for English language instruction for English language acquisition students in
districts where the grant allocation is less than $10,000 will be made if those districts enter
into a consortium agreement with other districts resulting in a total grant allocation of
$10,000.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/TARGET POPULATION TO BE SERVED BY GRANT

Local Educational Agencies, Public School Academies, and Intermediate School Districts,

Eighty-five percent (85%) of the ninety-five percent (95%) of the Title III funds allocated to
the Michigan Department of Education will be utilized for the English language acquisition
portion of the Title III grant.
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Subgrants for English language instruction for English language acquisition students will be
distributed on a per pupil basis to districts whose total English language acquisition
population results in a minimum grant allocation of $10,000 as required in the legislation.

Subgrants for English language instruction for English language acquisition students in
districts where the grant allocation is less than $10,000 will be made if those districts enter
into a consortium agreement with other districts resulting in a total grant allocation of
$10,000.

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE

Eighty-five percent (85%) of the ninety-five percent (95%) of the Title III funds allocated to
the Michigan Department of Education are available for English language acquisition grant.
Fifteen percent (15%) of the ninety-five percent (95%) of the Title III funds allocated to the
Michigan Department of Education are utilized for the immigrant portion of the grant. The
remaining five percent (5%) of the funds allocated to the Michigan Department of Education
are retained within the Department to cover administrative costs and state projects.

LEGISLATION

No Child Left Behind, TJtle III, Section 3114 and Section 3115

OFFICE ADMINISTERING GRANT 'PROGRAM CONTACT
Office of School Improvement/Linda Forward
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